LIFE   OF   LORD   REDESDALE
when he quitted office he had got under all the notices
and motions and had brought down the causes to 200,
besides going through with the current business/' These
figures could only have been given on the authority of
Ponsonby himself. Plowden, with vindictive glee, has
copied the statement into his History of Ireland1 without
troubling to verify its accuracy or even to give the source
from which he took it, and it has been seized upon by
enemies of the English Government as a proof of Lord
Redesdale's negligence and dilatory ways. Lord Redesdale
always treated attacks on his efficiency and integrity with
disdainful silence, considering that arguments and explana-
tions were beneath his dignity: they were, moreover,
unnecessary, for the merit of his work in Ireland was well
known and acknowledged by everyone whose opinion he
valued. Lord Howick, who had the reputation of being
an honourable man, seems to have allowed himself to be
beguiled into making a statement, by implication so
damaging to the character of a highly placed official, with-
out at the same time supplying evidence that his assertions
were correct, for Ponsonby's reputation must have been
well known to him. We have searched in vain for any
information which could throw light on the matter. The
most valuable in this connection is the First Report of
the Commission appointed to inquire into the duties,
salaries and emoluments of the officers and ministers of
Justice in all temporal and ecclesiastical Courts in Ireland,
and is dated 6th February 1817. Volume X deals with the
Court of Chancery, and the information it contains is
especially interesting, since it includes the answers to
questions put by the Commissioners to the Lord Chancellor
and returns made by him, dated 1st May 1807. This was
1 F. Plowden, History of Ireland 1801-10 (37., 1811), IE. 546.
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